
 



 

 



 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
   
 
 
 
                       
                           
                           
                           
                           
                           
                           
                           
                           
                           
                           
                           
                           
                           
                            
                           
                           
                           
                           
                           
                           
                           
                           
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Radon 
Radon is a naturally occurring radioactive gas 
found in soil and outdoor air that may also be 
found in drinking water and indoor air. Some 
people exposed to elevated radon levels over 
many years in drinking water may have an 
increased risk of getting cancer. The main risk 
is lung cancer from radon entering indoor air 
from soil and under homes. 
 
In 2011 we collected two representative water 
samples (one from each well house) that were 
analyzed for radon. The average of the two 
samples was 561.0 picocuries/liter (pCi/l).  
  
For additional information call your state radon 
program (1-800-458-1158 or call EPA’s Radon 
Hotline (1-800-SOS-Radon) or the Cortland 
County Department of Environmental Health at 
753-5035. 

Lead & Copper Sampling Is Performed Every 
3 Years. 

(Based on 20 samples) 
 

Lead: Sampling during 2025 revealed a range of 
lead detection from ND to a high of 11.1 ug/l. We 
had no samples at the 90th percentile above the AL 
(action level) of 15 ug/l. The 90th percentile 
sample was 2.5 ug/l. No violation. 
 
Copper: Sampling during 2025 revealed a range 
of copper detection from a low of 9.6 ug/l to a 
high of 109 ug/l. We had no samples above the 
AL (action level) of 1,300 ug/l and the 90th 
percentile was 94ug/l. No violation. 
 
 The 90th percentile is equal to or greater than 90% 
of the values detected at your water system. 
 
Lead and Copper samples are scheduled to be 
done again in 2028. 

SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS 

                  
 
   In 2023 The Town started the SRBC water 
withdrawal Application for a possible new well 
location. We are still working on this to date.  
 
  In 2025 we increased our withdrawal permit 
with the (SRBC) Susquehanna River Basin 
Commission to allow the Town to pump an 
additional .5 MGD going from 1.3 MGD to 1.8 
MGD. 
 
   
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
               
 
       
  
 
     
    
      
    
   

Source Water Assessment 
 
 

 
 
Source Water Assessment Summary. 
    The NYS DOH has completed a source water 
assessment for our system, which rates the 
susceptibility of our wells to potential 
contamination. The rating does not mean that the 
water delivered to consumers is or will become 
contaminated. As mentioned previously, our water 
is derived from two wells. The source water 
assessment has rated these wells as having a 
medium-high to high susceptibility to microbial, 
nitrate, industrial solvent, petroleum product, 
metal, pesticide/herbicide, cation/anion other 
industrial contaminants. These ratings are due 
primarily to the highly permeable aquifer from 
which the water source is derived as well as due to 
the close proximity to the wells and assessment 
area of specific land types and activities. 
 
Ongoing Source Water Protection. 
    The Town’s wells are located in the Cortland-
Homer-Preble Sole Source Aquifer System. This 
means that Cortlandville relies completely on this 
aquifer for drinking water and has no other source 
for its water supply. The Town of Cortlandville 
has an aquifer protection district, which includes 
the Town’s wells. This district requires permitting 
of most new, non-residential developments and 
provides land use restrictions for these 
developments within two aquifer zones. The Town 
is also in the process of implementing a wellhead 
protection district to provide greater controls 
within the contribution areas of the well sources. 
The Town has sought public input for this district. 
    A copy of the Source Water Assessment or 
Aquifer Protection District specifics can be 
obtained by contacting the Town or the Cortland 
County Health Department. 
 
 

               

   Educational Information 
 
Drinking water, including bottled water, may 
reasonably be expected to contain at least small 
amounts of some contaminants. The presence of 
contaminants does not necessarily indicate that 
water poses a health risk. More information about 
contaminants and potential health effects can be 
obtained by calling EPA’s Safe Drinking Water 
Hotline at (1-800-426-4791). 
 
Some people may be more vulnerable to disease 
causing microorganisms or pathogens in drinking 
water than the general population. 
Immunocompromised persons with cancer 
undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have 
undergone transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or 
other immune system disorders, some elderly and 
infants can be particularly at risk for infection. 
These people should seek advice from their health 
care provider about their drinking water. 
EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to 
lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium, 
Giardia and other microbial pathogens are 
available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 
(1-800-426-4791).  
 
The sources of drinking water (both tap and 
bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, 
ponds, reservoirs, springs and wells. As water 
travels over the surface of the land or through the 
ground, it dissolves naturally occurring minerals 
and in some cases, radioactive material, and can 
pick up substances resulting from the presence of 
animal or from human activities. Contaminants; 
pesticides and herbicides; organic chemical 
contaminant; and radioactive contaminants. In 
order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, the 
State and the EPA prescribe regulations which 
limit the amount of certain contaminants in water 
provided by public water systems. The 
regulations establish limits for contaminants in 
bottled water, which must provide the same 
protection for public health.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Well Head Protection 
 

  In 2022 The Town of Cortlandville purchased 
one hundred acres of land next to our Lime 
hollow well site to further protect the Town`s 
water supply. This land will safeguard any 
future development that might contaminate the 
wells that supply water to the residents of the 
Town of Cortlandville. With the Grants 
available this cost won’t be any bourdon to the 
residents of the Town. 
 
 

       Water Conservation Measures 
 
  The Town of Cortlandville encourages water 
conservation. Although the Otter-Creek aquifer is a 
abundant source of good quality water, it must not be  
wasted.  A few simple steps will preserve the resource  
for future generations and also save up to 30% on 
your bill.  
 Use low flow shower heads and faucets, Repair all 
leaks in your plumbing system, Do only full loads of 
wash and dishes, Water your lawn sparingly early 
morning or late, Pamphlets are available at the Water 
Billing Department in the Town Hall. 
 
 
 
 



As State regulations require, Cortlandville Water Department routinely tests your drinking water for numerous contaminants. Those contaminants detected are listed below. (A) Well #1 (B)Well #2

Contaminant Units MCLG Regulatory  
Limit

Well           
Site

Violation 
Yes / No

Sample 
Date

Level   
Detected Source   In  Drinking Water         Health Effects Language

Inorganics

B No 5/3/2023 0.0363

A No 5/2/2023 0.7

B No 5/3/2023 0.5

Avg. 2025 61.28

Range 59.0- 65.7

A No 5/2/2023 0.0066

B No 5/3/2023 0.0089

Radiologicals
A No 3/6/2019 0.341

B No 4/10/2019 0.759

A No 3/6/2019 0.797

 B No 4/10/2019 0.728

A No 3/6/2019 0.701

 B  No 4/10/2019 0.94

              Disinfection Byproducts                                                                   (Samples taken from the system, farthest from the chlorine injection point.)
Fisher Ave No 7/8/2025 18.8

 Walden 
Oaks

 No 7/8/2025 6.44

Fisher Ave No 7/8/2025 3.89

 Walden 
Oaks

 No 7/8/2025 2.32

Some people w ho drink w ater containing antimony w ell in excess of the MCL over many years could experience 
increases in blood cholesterol and decreases in blood sugar.

Zinc mg/l N/A 5 Naturally occurring; Mining w aste. Zinc has no health effects unless detected in very high concentrations. The presence of zinc may result in an 
undesirable taste in drinking w ater.

Antimony ug/l 6 6 B No 5/3/2023 0

g   p   
f ire retardants; ceramics; electronics; 
solder

A
Barium

118
250mg/l

No

Infants below  the age of six months w ho drink w ater containing nitrate in excess of the MCL could become seriously ill 
and, if  untreated, may die. Symptoms include shortness of breath and blue-baby syndrome.

No

Naturally occurring; Road salt; Water 
softeners; Animal w aste.

Nitrate mg/l 10 10
3/12/2025

3/12/2025

A No
Runoff from fertilizer use; Leaching 
from septic tanks, sew age; Erosion of 
natural deposits.

B

      Sodium mg/l                 
N/A

N/A

A 3/12/2025 21.3

Naturally occurring

Discharge of drilling w aste; Discharge 
from metal refineries; Erosion of 

natural deposits.

Some people w ho drink w ater containing Barium in excess of the MCL over many years could experience an increase in 
their blood pressure.

0.04075/2/2023
22

No health effects. The MCL for chloride is the level above w hich the taste of w ater may become objectionable. In 
addition, to the adverse taste effects, high chloride concentration levels in the w ater contribute to the deterioration of 
domestic plumbing and w ater heaters. Elevated chloride concentrations may also be associated w ith the presence of 
sodium in drinking w ater.

250

A No

Naturally occurring or indicative of 
road salt contamination.

A

 B No

No

5/3/2023

1.4

5/2/2023 54.8

5/3/2023 10

17.35/2/2023

Currently there is no MCL for Nickel. High levels can cause stomach aches. Increased red blood cells effecting your 
blood and increased protein in urine effecting your kidneys.

Chloride

5 Microbiological samples were taken each month in 2025

Haloacetic Acids 
(mono-, di-, and 

trichloroacetic acid, 
and mono- and di-
bromoacetic acid)

ug/l N/A 60

B

No

Sulfate mg/l N/A      

N/A     

Nickel ug/l N/A 0.5

For terms relating to this contaminant table, please refer to the section of this report titled," TERM S YOU NEED TO KNOW".

ug/l

Total Trihalomethanes 
(TTHMs – chloroform, 
bromodichloromethane, 
dibromochloromethane, 
and bromoform)

Some people w ho drink w ater containing trihalomethanes in excess of the MCL over many years may experience 
problems w ith their liver, kidneys, or central nervous systems, and may have an increased risk of getting cancer.

By-product of drinking w ater 
chlorination needed to kill harmful 

organisms. TTHMs are formed w hen 
source w ater contains large amounts 

of organic matter.

80N/A

50
Decay of natural deposits and man-

made emissions..

Certain materials are radioactive and may emit forms of radiation know n as photons and beta radiation. Some people 
w ho drink w ater containing beta and photon emitters in excess of the MCL over many years may have an increased risk 
of getting cancer.The State considers 50 pCi/l to be the level of concern for beta particles.

mg/l

Gross Beta pCi/L 0

Some people w ho drink w ater containing haloacetic acids in excess of the MCL over many years may have an 
increased risk of getting cancer

Certain minerals are radioactive and may emit a form of radiation know n as alpha radiation. Some people w ho drink 
w ater containing alpha emitters in excess of the MCL over many years may have an increased risk of getting cancer.

Combinded Radium  
226- 228 pCi/L 0 5

Some people w ho drink w ater containing radium 226 or 228 in excess of the MCL over many years may have an 
increased risk of getting cancer.

Erosion of natural deposits.

150pCi/LGross Alpha 

Water containing more than 20 mg/l of sodium should not be used for drinking by people on severely restricted sodium 
diets. Water containing more than 270 mg/l of sodium should not be used for drinking by people on moderately restricted 
sodium diets.

No

High concentrations of sulfate in drinking w ater have three effects: (1) w ater containing appreciable amounts of sulfate 
tends to form hard scales in boilers and heat exchangers; (2) sulfates cause taste effects; and (3) sulfates can cause 
laxative effects w ith excessive intake. The laxative effect of sulfates is usually noted in transient users of a w ater 
supply because people w ho are accustomed to high sulfate levels in drinking w ater have no adverse response. 
Diarrhea can be induced at sulfate levels greater than 500 mg/l but typically near 750 mg/l.

Naturally occurring.

No

1.9

By-product of drinking w ater 
disinfection needed to kill harmful 

organisms.

B

 


